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Signs of baseball date back to the Ancient Egyptian paintings showing men and
women playing with bats and balls and with no hint of wrongdoing on the women’s
participation. This belief does not start until the late 18th and early 19th century when
games are labeled “female” and others “male,” (Shattuck 32). Many believed women
should not play baseball. In 1911, Albert G. Spalding, a known baseball player, writer,
and founder of a sporting goods company, believed that women should not play
baseball. Instead, they should play lawn tennis, basketball, and golf, but watch and
applaud the men when it came to baseball (Aronson, 2012). Others reasons why
women shouldn’t play included: the technique would be too challenging, difficulty
throwing the required distances, risk of injury from a hard ball, and it would ruin
women’s reproductive health (Gularte, 2012). Fortunately, women refused to remain in
the grandstand and defied stereotypes, resisted sexism and asserted their right to play
America’s beloved pastime (Aronson, 2012). Elizabeth Pull was the best female
baseball player in the world at a time when baseball was only for men. This created
conflict between those who believed that baseball was not for women and the women
baseball leagues. She proved that baseball was not just a man’s game.

From 1890’s-1934 “Bloomer Girls” teams began to barnstorm across America
challenging amateur, semi-pro, and minor league men’s teams in front of thousands of
people. (Topics in Chronicling America, 2017). These teams had typically had two or
more men as “ringers (Bloomer Girls, 2005). Although they were considered a novelty
act these women made a modest living traveling and playing baseball at a time when
most women’s lives were limited (Bloomer Girls and Beyond, 2017). These Bloomer

Girls’ teams were important because they allowed women to participate in a man’s sport



at a time when the general belief was that women were physically inferior to men
(Heaphy, 2017). “The term “bloomer” is derived from the mid-nineteenth century
advocate for women’s rights, Amelia Jenks Bloomer, who argued that women should
have the option of wearing less restrictive clothing” (Aronson, 2012). Prior to this,
women had to play with a 30 pound uniform that covered all of their skin except their
face and hands (Klages, 2018). They would run holding it up and after one player was
injured baseball was deemed too violent for women, instead of changing the uniform
(Warren & Coleman 7).

In 1912, at a time when women could not even vote, my 2nd Great Aunt,
Elizabeth Pull, began her 24-year career as a semi-professional and professional
baseball player. She was born in Beles, Luxemburg on December 9, 1889. In 1892, her
family immigrated to Fargo, North Dakota. In fact, she grew up right next door to the
apartment my mother lived in when she was born. She was the seventh of ten children
born to Nicholas and Susanna Pull. Her father worked as a laborer and her mother as a
housewife. Between baseball seasons Elizabeth also worked as an actress with
Vaudeville (US Federal Census, 1920).

1912 All Nations

Elizabeth started playing ball with the All Nation men’s team. This was a
barnstorming club that toured the Midwest from 1912 to 1918. They were a popular
attraction because of their diverse backgrounds (Noren, 2015). The team was made up
of many ethnicities including: Caucasians, African Americans, Native Americans, and
Latin Americans (All Nations Baseball Club Poster, 2010). It is speculated that Elizabeth

likely saw an ad looking for more players who were acquainted with the game. One



such article mentioned that there was a German on the team, which could have been
referring to her (All Nation Ball Club, 1912).
1912-1913 Boston Bloomer Girls

Later in 1912, she joined the Boston Bloomer Girls. Reactions to the Bloomer
Girls ranged from praise to outage. Many writers believed that women could not play
baseball because they lacked the necessary skills to play at a high level and were
incapable of being able to learn the game (Yomtov 20). One article makes the comment
that the women could throw the ball straight and make good plays (Baseball, 1912) as if
this was a huge accomplishment. The Boston Bloomers’ manager stated that the home
team usually expects an easy win and at times he is told they are going to let the
women win. He is confident that it is not necessary and they can win games on their
own. They are not making a spectacle, they are real ball players who earn a salary,
making a living at this (Bloomers Picked from Best Teams, 1912). The men on these
teams were there mostly for catching and pitching because women could not throw or
pitch the necessary distances (Thompson, 2014). During Elizabeth’s time with the
Boston Bloomers, her manager stated that Elizabeth Pull, along with another teammate
are the only female pitchers currently in the game and their team rarely uses their male
players, and when they do, they play catcher (Boston Bloomer Girls, 1912).
1914-1916 All-American Girls Baseball Club

During her three year career with the All-American Girls Baseball Club she was
regularly referred to as the ‘Champion Lady Pitcher of the World’ (See Appendix
A)(Champion Lady Hurler, 1915). In fact, her pitching was classed along with Maud

Nelson, (All American Girls Play Maroons Friday, 1915) because Elizabeth beat her



record by 15 games (All American Girls to Play Ball, 1915). Nelson became one of the
most famous female ball players, known for her hitting, fielding, and pitching (Heaphy,
2017). In 1916, Elizabeth was the only female pitcher capable of throwing for an entire
game (Girls Will Play Baseball). Their team was known as the strongest team of its’ kind
on the road using 3 lady pitchers when other teams only used one. They toured
Canada for 2 seasons and won 80% of their games (Girls Play Baseball, 1915). This
club came highly recommended as a feature attraction and were seen as real ball
players (Girls Will Play Baseball, 1916).
1917-1929 American Athletic Girls Baseball Club

Continuing on in her career she joined the American Athletic Girls Baseball Club,
co-owned by Maud Nelson & Rose Figg. It consisted of 6 women and 3 men. The men
playing catcher, shortstop and center field (Gregorich 36). Note, that the men were not
used to pitch. There was a postcard made of this ball club featuring all the female star
players and was used for advertising (See Appendix B) (Coming! The American Athletic
Girls Baseball Club, 1919). This was a very competitive team and was noted as winning
75% of their games (American Athletic Girls Baseball Club, 1919) “Whenever the
‘Bloomer Girls’ have appeared large crowds have been the result” (Bloomer Girls are
Coming Here Tuesday, 1922). Elizabeth’s pitching abilities were still earning her special
mention and her work on the mound was said to be worth the price of admission
(Coming American Athletic Girls Baseball Club, 1917). Despite their defeat in a 1921
game, Elizabeth successfully stole home while the pitcher was in motion, with a fearless
slide (Plymouth Defeats Girls, 1921). This ball club also provided many opportunities for

other teams to play their first ever night games. They carried around their own 50,000



Candlepower Lighting system that was hailed as the “World’s Greatest Innovation”
(Innovation for Baseball Fans, 1929).
1930-1931 Hollywood Movie Girls Baseball Team

From 1930 to 1931, Elizabeth Pull, was captain of the Hollywood Movie Girls
Baseball Team and known as the “Ace” pitcher of the team (Battle of the Sexes,
1931). In fact, at the age of 41, she was referred to as a “young lady who ranks as the
‘Lefty Grove’ of the Girls Hollywood team” (Newspaper Articles, 2011). Robert Moses
Grove (AKA Lefty Grove) is a Hall of Famer who was, and perhaps remains the best
left-handed pitcher in history (Lefty Grove, 2017). She was also quite the outfielder
making deep plays and leading her team at the plate at times (Hollywood Team, 1931).
This team was also referred to as “probably the best aggregation of feminine baseball
talent ever banded together” (Lindens Have Hard Time, 1931). In September of 1931,
The Hollywood team played a benefit game at Griffeth Stadium where they had the
opportunity to meet President Hoover and take a team photo with him (See Appendix C)
(Wulf 132). While playing with the Hollywood Stars she recalled, “Some of you may
remember my playing in Georgia in 1914. | was with the Western Bloomers, an all-
women’s team, and we played the crack Macon club, and beat ‘em, too. So you see
women playing baseball are not so novel after all, and we do not consider ourselves
subjects for the zoo.” (Gregorich 35).
Ranger Girls 1932-1934

Later in her career she joined the Ranger Girls, owned and managed by Maud
Nelson. She was the captain of this team too and known as “Fargo” by her teammates

because that is where her home town was (Mitch, 1934). They were reported as “living



up to their claims of being the best girls’ team in the country” (See Appendix D) (Ranger
Girls At Blackington, 1934). Public opinion in the 1930’s was that females were inferior
in their abilities with sports. In 1934, the hundreds of Bloomer Girls’ teams began to
diminish when the men left to join the minor league/farm teams. This ultimately led to
women’s professional baseball being disbanded that same year (Mitchell, 2016).
1934-1935 Kokomo Sokol A.C.’s

In her final years of baseball, at the age of 45, she joined a men’s team, the
Kokomo Sokol A.C.’s. She initially signed with them to pitch as an attraction for a benefit
game but continued to play for two years. As stated in the Logansport Press, she can
twirl the baseball just as well as any man (Women to Pitch Against Hounds, 1934) in an
interview “Fargo says that she has played professional ball for 23-years and has been in
more games than any female ball player in the world. She states that she has played in
every league park in the U.S.A.” (Woman to Hurl For Sokol Nine, 1934). This was the
last team she had played for, retiring in 1936 and remaining in Kokomo, Indiana.
Little League

In 1939, America still believed it was inappropriate for females to participate in
activities with boys. Baseball leagues all over the country were trying to formalize that
females were not allowed to play baseball. In fact, the Little Leagues wrote in their
bylaws that females were to not play baseball with boys (Gularte, 2012). The founder of
Little League Baseball, Carl Stotz, said, “When we started Little League the idea of a girl
playing baseball, even with other girls, was simply unthinkable” (Cohen 137).

All American Girls Professional Baseball League (AAGPBL)



During world war Il, the All American Girl Professional Baseball League was
created out of the concern that there would be no men left to play because of all the
men being recruited to war. The AAGPBL was created by Chicago Cubs owner, Philip
K. Wrigley in 1943. He believed that if women could fill in on assembly lines, they could
surely fill in to pitch, bunt, and steal bases (Galt 11). The AAGPBL was a girls’
professional league and had 15 teams. Over time more women joined and because
there were so many women playing baseball, they changed the sport for women to
softball. The ball became bigger and softer. Softball became a professional female sport
and they were paid to play. (The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica, 2017). By the
early 1950’s, nearly all the hardships from the war had disappeared. The economy was
prospering and the need for hometown sports for cheap were not needed anymore
(Browne), thus resulting in the end of the AAGPBL.

Recognition

The Fargo Forum did a mid-century poll of outstanding North Dakota athletes.
Elizabeth Pull was voted #1 among all females from 1900 through 1949. She was
recognized as one of the few successful female pitchers in baseball. She played 5,067
games in the U.S., Canada, and Cuba having the longest career of any female at the
time. She was ambidextrous and versatile being able to play every position on the field
including catcher. Her longest throw was 298 ¥z ft. She even played against the famous
Babe Ruth, Ty Cobb, Christy Mathewson, Honus Wagner, and Sam Crawford
(Fitzgerald, 1950).

Looking Back



“There aren’t many baseball pitchers, let alone one of the fairer sex, who can
relax in their rocking chair on a cold winter evening and recall the day when they struck
out the immortal Babe Ruth,” said James E. Kelley about Elizabeth Pull. She recalled
the day very well, “Babe’s wife was dressed in a bright red outfit and was watching from
the bleachers. Babe was used to hitting that fast stuff and when | slipped him a slow
curve he was swinging hard and tried to kill it. It was a happy day when | saw his wife
laughing to herself.” She stated that the game did not actually interest her much unless
she was playing and that she had many wonderful memories (Kelley, 1950).

Title IX

Women were limited to physical activity in America until Federal Legislation, known as
Title 1X, became a law. Its purpose was to recognize females had a right to participate in
any sport that males do (Bell, 2008). On June 23, 1972 Title IX was passed and
prohibited sex discrimination in any education program or activity and since then it has

allowed more opportunities for girls and women (Women’s Sports Foundation, 2011).

Death

At the age of 86, Elizabeth Pull passed away on Dec. 22, 1976 (Elizabeth Pull,
1976). She died from Generalized Arteriosclerosis. She never married nor had
children. Her Death Certificate shows “Baseball Player” as her occupation and
“Professional Baseball” as her industry (United States, 1976). There are no known living
relatives alive that can personally talk about or share information about her childhood
and professional career. This has limited the information | have found on her to
newspaper articles and books and these have only focused on her career. Many female

players back then did not talk about their career because they were subject to silence



and worried about their reputation if people knew they had been a ball player. Plus,
once the AAGPBL folded it was rarely mentioned again in media, by management or
players (Johnson xv). This could explain why there is so little information that was
passed down through the generations about Elizabeth Pull’s baseball career.
Conclusion

Elizabeth Pull’s success in baseball over a 24 year period helped pave the way
for other females. It encouraged young girls to want to be a part of Little Leagues
around the country and for females to fight for their right for gender equality in the

1970’s.
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Appendix B

“ALL AMERICAN LADIES BASEBALL CLUB"” POSTCARD.
Picture 1 of 1
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(All American Ladies Baseball Club, 1917)

Elizabeth Pull is on the top middle sliding into home plate.

ALL AMERICAN LADIES BASE BALL CLUB



Appendix C

(Hollywood Movie Stars, 1931)

Elizabeth is standing to the left of President Hoover.



Appendix D

All Star Ranger Girls baseball team with Maud Nelson
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(ATI Star Réhger Girls baseball team with Maud Nelson, 2017)

Elizabeth is 3rd from right, labeled as “Fargo.”



Appendix E

(All Star Ranger Girls Team Photo, 2017)

Elizabeth is pictured first player on the left.
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